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O N  T H E  WAT E R

WAT E R  S A F E T Y

H u n t i n g  I s l a n d  a n d  P r i c h a r d ’ s  I s l a n d 
s e e m  o n l y  a  s t o n e’ s  t h r o w  f r o m  Fr i p p .   
B u t  h i g h  w i n d s ,  c u r r e n t s  a n d  w ave s 
c a n  m a ke  Fr i p p  I n l e t ,  S k u l l  C r e e k , 
t h e  s a l t  m a r s h  o r  t h e  A t l a n t i c  O c e a n 
t r e a c h e r o u s  a t  t i m e s . 

To  t h e  w e s t  o f  Fr i p p  i s  s a l t  m a r s h , 
O l d  H o u s e  C r e e k  a n d  t h e  S t o r y  R i ve r.  
O n  t h e  S t o r y,  n e a r  a n  o l d  f l a g  p o l e 
w i t h  a n  A m e r i c a n  F l a g ,  p l u f f  m u d  a n d 
oy s t e r  b e d s  a r e  o n l y  a  f e w  f e e t  b e l o w 
t h e  w a t e r  a t  h i g h  t i d e .  T h ey  a r e  f u l l y 
ex p o s e d  w h e n  t h e  t i d e  i s  l o w.    

S t ay  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e 
c h a n n e l  w h e n  u n d e r w ay.  N o t  a  g o o d 
p l a c e  t o  a n c h o r.

R E S C U E  M I S S I O N S

W h e t h e r  yo u  a r e  i n  a  k ay a k ,  a  s m a l l 
f i s h i n g  b o a t  o r  a  l a r g e r  c r u i s e r,  b e 
aw a r e  o f  t h e  t i d e s ,  c u r r e n t s  a n d 
w i n d s  b e f o r e  yo u  g o  o u t .  S a n d  b a r s 
m ove  f r o m  o n e  s e a s o n  t o  t h e  n ex t .  

M o s t  o f  o u r  c a l l s  a r e  r o u t i n e .  
H o w eve r,  t h e s e  t h r e e  s u m m a r i e s  a r e 
g o o d  ex a m p l e s  t o  r ev i e w  f o r  s a f e t y 
t ra i n i n g  a n d  t o  h e l p  o t h e r s  avo i d 
s i m i l a r  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .   

	¾ J u l y  2 1  &  2 2 ,  2 0 2 0 ,  A b o u t  8 P M . 
A n  ex p e r i e n c e d  b o a t e r  u n f a m i l i a r 
w i t h  o u r  t i d e s  a n c h o r e d  f o r  a  p i c n i c 
o n  t h e  s a n d  b a r  t h a t  ex t e n d s  f r o m 
t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  H u n t i n g  I s l a n d 
i n t o  t h e  Fr i p p  I n l e t .  T h e  i n c o m i n g 

1  c r o s s e d  u n d e r  t h e  Fr i p p  B r i d g e 
i n  j u s t  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  b u t  t i d e s  a n d 
w ave s  ove r  t h e  s a n d  b a r  p r eve n t e d 
t h e m  f r o m  r e a c h i n g  t h e  s w a m p e d 
b o a t .  T h ey  r e t u r n e d  by  c a r  t o  t h e 
S t a t e  Pa r k  w h i l e  D N R  b r o u g h t 
t h e i r  b o a t  i n t o  t h e  s m a l l  c r e e k  o n 
H u n t i n g  I s l a n d .  D av i d ,  J o h n ,  a n d 
p a r k  ra n g e r s  h e l p e d  g e t  t h e  f a m i l y 
t h r o u g h  r i s i n g  w a t e r s  s o  t h ey  c o u l d 
g e t  t o  t h e  D N R  b o a t .  J i m  C a n d e e 
m e t  o t h e r  r e s p o n d e r s  a t  t h e 
Pa r k  a n d  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  a l l  w e r e 
r e s c u e d .  

T h e  f a m i l y  w a s  s a f e  t h a t  eve n i n g 
a n d  S C  D N R  c o o r d i n a t e d  r e m ov a l 
o f  t h e  b o a t  f r o m  t h e  s a n d  a  f e w 
d ay s  l a t e r.  9 1 1  D i s p a t c h ,  B e a u f o r t 
C o u n t y  d e p u t i e s  a n d  o t h e r s  w e r e 
a l s o  i nvo l ve d  o n  o n e  o r  b o t h  d ay s .  
M i c h a e l  B e a c h  w a s  o n  B a s e  D u t y  o n 
Fr i p p  b o t h  eve n i n g s .  

	¾ A u g u s t  1 1  a t  5 : 3 0 P M .   
N a n c y  W i n g e n b a c h  r e c e i ve d  t h e 
r e p o r t  t h a t  a  f a m i l y  i n  a  s m a l l  s k i f f 
w a s  f i s h i n g  n e a r  t h e  A m e r i c a n  F l a g 
i n  t h e  S t o r y  R i ve r  w e s t  o f  Fr i p p . 
T h ey  h a d  d r i f t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  m a i n 
c h a n n e l  a n d  ove r  t h e  m u d  f l a t s .  
W h e n  t h e  t i d e  w e n t  o u t ,  t h ey  w e r e 
s t ra n d e d  a m i d  oy s t e r  s h e l l s  a n d 
p l u f f  m u d .  T h a n k f u l l y,  t h e  m o m 
h a d  h e r  c e l l  p h o n e  o n  b o a r d  t h e 
s t ra n d e d  b o a t .  J i m my  M ye r s  a n d 
D av i d  M a n n i n g  t o o k  R e s c u e  1 
q u i c k l y  t o  t h e  m u d  f l a t s  b u t  n e i t h e r 

S e a  R e s c u e  n o r  a  Fr i p p  I s l a n d 
R e s o r t  b o a t  c o u l d  s a f e l y  r e a c h  t h e 
f a m i l y.   B e a u f o r t  Wa t e r  S e a r c h  a n d 
R e s c u e  b r o u g h t  R e s c u e  5  ( t h e i r 
a i r  b o a t )  f r o m  Po r t  R oy a l  t o  R u s s 
Po i n t  a n d  w e r e  a b l e  t o  t ra n s f e r  t h e 
f a m i l y  f r o m  t h e  s t ra n d e d  b o a t  t o  R 1 
i n  t w o  t r i p s .   A n  exc e l l e n t  ex a m p l e 
o f  c o o p e ra t i o n  w i t h  B W S & R  a n d 
t h e  f a m i l y  w a s  ex t r e m e l y  g ra t e f u l 
f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n . 

	¾ A u g u s t  2 0  a t  9 : 4 5 A M .   
A n  ex p e r i e n c e d  B e a u f o r t  b o a t e r 
ra n  i n t o  t r o u b l e  j u s t  o f f - s h o r e 
w h e n  t h e  e n g i n e  d i e d  o n  h i s  2 2  f t . 
B o s t o n  W h a l e r.  D e s p i t e  d e p l oy i n g 
t w o  a n c h o r s ,  s t r o n g  o n - s h o r e  w i n d s 
a n d  i n c o m i n g  w ave s  w e r e  p u s h i n g 
t h e  b o a t ,  w i t h  3  a d u l t s  a b o a r d , 
t o w a r d  t h e  r o c k s  o n  t h e  s o u t h 
e n d  o f  Fr i p p  I s l a n d .  T h e  b o a t e r 
h a d  a  c e l l  p h o n e  a n d  c a l l e d  f o r 
h e l p .  M a r y  J a c o b s  c o o r d i n a t e d  t h e 
r e s c u e  w h i l e  R i c h  H a r t m a n n  a n d 
J i m  C a n d e e  t o o k  R e s c u e  1  f r o m  t h e 
Fr i p p  M a r i n a .  O n c e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e 
b e a c h  t h ey  h a d  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  5  t o 
6 - f o o t  b r e a k i n g  w ave s  a n d  b e t w e e n 
s a n d  b a r s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  b o a t e r  i n 
d i s t r e s s  a n d  h e l p  h i m  g e t  u n d e r w ay. 
H e  f o l l o w e d  R 1  b a c k  t o  t h e  M a r i n a 
f o r  g a s .  R i c h  a n d  J i m  t o o k  h i m  o n  a 
s a f e r  t ra c k ,  a  l o t  f a r t h e r  f r o m  t h e 
b e a c h ,  b e f o r e  g o i n g  t o  t h e  I n l e t .    

c o n t i n u e d  o n  n ex t  p a g e 

It has been a busy summer season with numerous 
rescue missions, training and other activities to 
help aid boaters in distress in the low country 
around Fripp.  Sea Rescue is looking forward to the 
prime boating weather of late summer and fall. 

FRIPP ISLAND SEA RESCUE UPDATE
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Photo of the Story River flag at High Tide. (2014)

h i g h  t i d e  s w a m p e d  t h e i r  b o a t  a n d 
t h e  b o a t e r  a n d  h i s  f a m i l y  w e r e 
u n a b l e  t o  w a l k  b a c k  t h r o u g h  t h e 
r i s i n g  w a t e r  t o  t h e  N a t u r e  C e n t e r 
a r e a .  T h e i r  c a r  w a s  a t  R u s s  Po i n t . 
D av i d  M a n n i n g  w e n t  t o  t h e  S t a t e 
Pa r k  w h e r e  h e  a n d  Pa r k  R a n g e r s 
a s s i s t e d  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  f o u r  g e t  b a c k 
t o  t h e i r  c a r.  

T h e  f a m i l y  c a m e  t h e  n ex t  d ay  t o 
r e c ove r  t h e i r  b o a t .  J u s t  b e f o r e 
d a r k ,  b r e a k i n g  w ave s  b e g a n 
w a s h i n g  ove r  t h e  s t e r n  o f  t h e i r 
b o a t  a n d  t h ey  c a l l e d  f o r  h e l p  a g a i n . 
D av i d  a n d  J o h n  C a m p b e l l  i n  R e s c u e 
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T R A I N I N G  U P DAT E

H e l i c o p t e r  Tra i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  U S 
C o a s t  G u a r d  h a s  b e e n  a c t i ve  ove r  t h e 
s u m m e r  m o n t h s .  

R e c e n t  t ra i n i n g  w a s  v i s i b l e  t o  m a ny 
o n  Fr i p p .  T h e  v i e w  w a s  eve n  b e t t e r 
f r o m  o u r  r e s c u e  b o a t .  

B O N  VOYAG E

R o b b i e  a n d  C y n d i  W h i t e  h ave  m ove d 
w e s t - n o r t h  w e s t  a f t e r  1 5  ye a r s  o n 
Fr i p p .  We  h e a r  g ra n d c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e 
ve r y  h a p py.  

O f f i c i a l l y,  R o b b i e  w a s  o u r  m o s t  r e c e n t 
S c h e d u l i n g  O f f i c e r  a n d  h a s  b e e n  i n 
S e a  R e s c u e  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  m o s t  o f  u s 
c a n  r e m e m b e r.  U n o f f i c i a l l y,  R o b b i e 
a n d  C y n d i  w e r e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  d o l p h i n s 
a n d  r e s c u i n g  d o g s  ( T h a t ’ s  a n  i n s i d e 
j o ke  f o r  t h o s e  o f  u s  i n  S e a  R e s c u e) . 
We  s e n d  b e s t  w i s h e s  a n d  k n o w  yo u 
w i l l  v i s i t  s o o n !

If you have concerns about helicopter activity near Fripp  
call Fripp Island Security. (843)838-2155 

 
To Report a Water Emergency: Dial 911 for Beaufort County Dispatch

R E S O U RC E S

	¾ There are on-line apps for your 
phone or computer with maps, weather, 
radar and GPS location capability.

	¾ Your cell phone may have built-in 
GPS capability, check with your service 
provider and take your phone with you. 

	¾ Check Coast Guard Auxiliary and 
South Carolina DNR web sites for 
boating safety and on-line boating 
courses they offer.   

Thanks to Ken Anton and Jimmy Myers for these two photos.
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